
Now, there’s a new development making waves, replacing traditional computing 
for a more sustainable, efficient digital future. It eliminates many of the issues 
linked to the hardware we have traditionally used, delivering a mind-boggling list 
of benefits for the modern business…

It’s called Cloud computing, and you’re probably already familiar with it to some 
extent. The phrase crops up constantly in tech circles, but what does it actually 
mean? And what can it do for your business?  

To help you focus on this digital revolution, we’ve put together a handy guide to 
the Cloud. Read on for the (many) silver linings in this revolutionary approach to IT. 

A Focus on:
Cloud Computing  
For Your Business

An introduction to the Cloud

Your first question might be: what on earth  
is the Cloud, at its most basic level? That’s a 
sensible start; let’s hammer down into what  
the label really means.

Every day, billions of electrical signals cross  
the planet, carrying all the data we depend on. 
Together, they form a network comprising millions 
of physical processors: like your office computer, 
which can be thought of as one electrical synapse, 
linked to others via the internet. In this sense, then, 
digital data has a ‘real’ form – that of memory 
banks (hardware) that store and transfer it. These 
storage facilities, by and large, do not have any 
physical connection to one another. Data is moved, 

analysed and processed wirelessly over a remote 
channel. As long as we’re connected to the internet, 
we can shuffle and/or power information from 
device to device, all within the boundless space  
of the Web. 

Cloud computing relates to the practice of storing 
data remotely, separate from the machines you use 
to access the files. But this isn’t their only function. 
Remote solutions can also act as a website server, 
as well as automating controls on your behalf. When 
we dig down to it, the Cloud is a limitless storage 
and control facility that can be used anywhere, 
anytime, providing you have internet access  
from their server.

Once, not so long ago, the whirring heartbeat of a PC 
hard drive was a gift to professionals the world over. 
Computing utterly transformed the speed, accuracy and 
capabilities of businesses; without it, society would look 
very different, and we couldn’t function as we do. 



 

Where traditional computing  
falls short 

Before the Cloud was introduced, organisations 
relied on purchasing and maintaining their own 
physical data storage capabilities. They would  
have a room of humming servers, and a vast 
library of documents locked within their hard drives.

Not only was this expensive and space-intensive; 
IT tools were snagging on various problems… 
on-site hardware, after all, is open to all sorts of 
risks. The popularity of cloud computing rests on 
the fact that it resolves the issues that may afflict  
a traditional on-site server or databank, including: 

Loss of data

If someone damages your hardware, that’s it: 
complete and irretrievable data loss. For any 
organisation, we’re in worst-case-scenario territory, 
regardless of whether the tampering was malicious 
or not. You might lose reams of sensitive customer 
information, or operational data that’s crucial to 
keeping the business afloat. 

Poor scalability

Buying the right hard drive capacity is a guessing 
game. Spend too much, and you’ll waste cash on 
gear that won’t prove its worth until a few years go 
by. On the other hand, a cramped data unit can’t 
hold what you require it to; in all likelihood, you 
won’t find the sweet spot until those storage 
 needs articulate themselves day-to-day. 

Cyber vulnerability

Viruses are a persistent threat to your security. They 
often spread through an enclosed network, meaning 
that, as soon as one computer’s infected, the rest in 
your arsenal are sure to follow. A single attack can 
undermine your entire cyber defence system.

Sharing limitations

Sharing data, piece by piece, is hardly ideal.  
Instead of having a shared platform for notation  
and file retrieval, you’re forced to send items via 
email, direct messaging or some other laborious 
process. People will misplace the stuff they really 
need, having nowhere to store it for their  
colleagues’ benefit. 

Laborious upgrades

Non-Cloud systems take a while to upgrade. Aside 
from the huge price tag you can expect from a fully 
optimised, on-site network, you’ll have to factor in 
the downtime linked to upgrades. This includes 
adjusting server speed, firewall patches, and the 
latest version of software you regularly use.

Do any of the above points sound familiar? Are 
you worried about the growing pains associated 
with traditional computing solutions?

The Cloud excites us by the very fact that it’s a full, 
rounded countermeasure to all of the above. Want 
to know why? Well, we’re going to explain how 
businesses can make great leaps with Cloud 
services to push them onward. 

Why invest in the cloud?

Cloud computing is no longer the reserve of 
multinational organisations. Whether you’re a large 
retailer, small agency or ambitious startup, this 
technology is becoming more and more accessible 
for organisations of all sizes and sectors.

But why exactly is it so popular?

Here are some of the key benefits: 

Workers aren’t bound by the office. They can 
operate independently with a stable internet link, 
providing they have the right Cloud account access. 
In today’s world, this is an invaluable trait to have in 
your work culture. 

Backups are ready to go, whenever you  
need them. Just say, for instance, you’re the victim  
of malware, or a catastrophic breach that’s set a torch 
to your primary data source. Thanks to the Cloud, you 
should have a Plan B – a complete system restore 
from a source that hasn’t been corrupted. 

There are better performance-to-cost ratios.  
Cloud servers, monitored and cared for a team of 
experts, are generally so much quicker than their 
personal counterparts. Websites and data systems 
will perform exceptionally at a fraction of the cost. 

You can scale to whatever package you like. 
Similarly, the Cloud doesn’t show you a red light if 
you want to get more storage space, or downgrade 
to a cheaper option. The power is yours to add/
decrease capacity over time. It’s a genuine luxury 
when requirements shift from one month to the next. 

Updates are seamless and automatic.  
The provider will do them for you, so there’s no 
demand for downtime to make the software or 
communication tool work as it should. This also 
goes for internet security, automated backups  
and integrated, all-in-one platforms such as  
Microsoft Office365. 

User records can be tracked. A handful of Cloud 
packages trace every scrap of digital contact through 
a business network. Practically, you’ll be able to see 
what’s been talked about, when it occurred, and where 
the relevant supporting information has been saved. 



 

Going into Cloud software packages 
a little deeper…

We’ve just mentioned Office365, and it’s a prime 
example of what inclusive, cross-tool business 
aids can be gleaned from Cloud technology. From 
essential applications like Word and Excel, to 
document and calendar sharing, to hosted email 
and video conferencing, you can get everything 
your business needs in one lump package.

You can use them as often as you want, and new 
updates are implemented in the background 
automatically. As everything is logged and stored in 
the Cloud, employees can access files and 
accounts from anywhere they happen to be. Plus, 
you don’t have to worry about manual backups.

However, Office365 is just one cloud computing 
solution. Whether you’re looking to solve a specific 
business problem, such as document sharing or 
backups, or you want an all-in-one solution to 
futureproof your business, the options are truly endless.

Are there any drawbacks?

There’s no denying that Cloud computing is 
impressive. However, this doesn’t necessarily  
mean you should ditch your old ways altogether. 
Nothing’s perfect, and every organisation’s needs 
are unique, which makes it wise to explore your 
options before making an investment in the Cloud. 

Cloud software does tend to be far more secure 
than hardware, but it’s not invincible. Remote faults 
can occur, and automatic syncing can lead to 

infected backups in the event of a cyber attack.  
For this reason, many organisations opt for hybrid 
solutions – combining on-site with off-site 
systems to eliminate the risk of downtime. 

By working with a trusted IT company - like Focus 
- to determine your needs and safeguard your 
business continuity, you can ensure you’re getting 
the best from cloud computing for your organisation. 
Our friendly consultants can help you narrow down 
the vast range of cloud solutions available, to find 
the perfect fit for you and your people. 

Are you ready to invest in the future of your IT systems? Want to quiz  
us about the Cloud and its capability, or other aspects of integration? 
Get in touch with Focus to partner with an IT company that’s serious 

about what the latest innovations mean for you!

01625 221 077 
info@wearefocus.co.uk

Looking ahead to blue IT skies

Digital change is a force we can’t deny, much less refuse 
to follow. Now we’ve brushed aside the mystery of cloud 
computing for business, you’re prepped for the next stage – 
assessing and adopting this technology for  
your organisation.
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